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The founders and first officers of the fledgling
organi zati on chose the nane "Kni ghts of Col unbus” because they
felt that, as a Catholic group, it should relate to
Chri st opher Col unbus, the Catholic discoverer of America. This
woul d enphasi ze that it was Catholics who discovered, explored
and col oni zed the North Anerican continent. At the sane tine
"Kni ghts" would signify that the menbership enbodi ed knightly
ideals of spirituality and service to Church, country and
fel | owman.

By the end of 1897 the Order was thoroughly rooted in New
Engl and, al ong the upper Atlantic seaboard and i nto Canada.
Wthin the next eight years it branched out from Quebec to
California, and from Florida to Washi ngton

From such prom sing begi nnings Father MG vney's original
group has bl ossoned into an international society of nore than
1.3 million Catholic nen in sonme 7,000 councils who have
dedi cated thensel ves to the ideals of Colunbianism Charity,
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism

Today nmenbers of the Order are found in the United States,
Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, CGuatenala,
Pananma. Cuba. @Qiam and the Virain Islands. Thev bel ona to manv



races and speak many different | anguages. They are diverse yet
they are one. Their diversity spells creativity; their unity
spel I s strength.

The Knights' creativity is manifested in nunmerous prograns
and projects directed to the benefit of their fell owman. Their
strength assures that these prograns are operated effectively
and brought to positive concl usions.

Si nce assum ng | eadership of the Order in January 1977,
Suprene Knight Virgil C. Dechant has enbarked on a series of
significant projects designed to strengthen Col unbi anism the
Church, the famly and each i ndividual Knight.

One of his first nmoves was to place his stewardship under
t he patronage and protection of Qur Lady, and he fornalized
this dedication during a pilgrimge to the National Shrine of
the I mmacul ate Conception in Washington, D.C., soon after he
took office. As a further concrete sign of his devotion to the
Bl essed Virgin under her title, "Qur Lady of the Rosary," he
i npl enented a plan to present a special "K. of C. Rosary" to
each new nmenber enrolled in the society. These have been
distributed at the rate of 10,000 per nonth over the |ast
several years. A subsequent program- 'The PilgrimVirgin-
Marian Hour of Prayer"” - attracted alnbst one nmillion
participants to al nost 5,000 prayer services Orderwide in
honor of Qur Lady of CGuadal upe, patroness of the Americas.

His other initiatives have gone far toward strengthening
the Order as it confronts the egoism hedoni smand i ncreasing
secul ari smof our nodern, atheistic age. He has renewed the
kni ghts' pledge of loyalty and fidelity to the magi sterium and
to the hierarchy of the Church in the countries where the
Order exists. He also has renewed the society's commtnent to
the pro-life activities of the U S. and Canadi an bi shops
t hrough periodic grants of $50,000 and $10, 000 respectively
made by the Order to support the bishops' pro-life prograns.

Among ot her thrusts, the Suprenme Knight formul ated a
programto nmaintain the involvenent of the wi dows and chil dren
of deceased nenbers in the activities of the Order. A
resol uti on passed at the 95th annual neeting of the Suprene
Council in August 1977 calls for the establishnment of a
commttee in every unit of the Order which shall be
responsi bl e for keeping contact with wi dows and dependent
children of deceased menbers. These children will remain
eligible for all educational benefits, such as student |oans
and all the society's fellowships and trusts.

Upon recei pt of notice that a nmenber has died, the Suprene
Kni ght sends a |l etter of condol ence to the wi dow or next of
kin. informna themfirst of all that their | oved one has bheen



enrolled in a Mass offered at St. Mary's Church, birthplace of
the Order, on every day throughout the year. Upon request, the
wi dow s nanme is added to the mailing list for COLUMBI A
magazi ne. State and | ocal councils are encouraged to do the
same for their publications. They also are called on to extend
to widows and their famlies any schol arship or | oan prograns
t hey may conduct.

A renewed enphasis on famly life seeks to involve the
menber's wife and children in his commtnent to the life of
Cat hol i ¢ kni ght hood. Their participation in his promse to be
a staunch Catholic layman is essential if it is to be
effective and long-lasting. The Order's Service Program has
been revised to permt nore participation by the wives and
children of nenbers and also to enable greater identification
on their part with the Order. The wi ves now can wear the
Oder's enblemin the formof jewelry and children can wear it
i n badge form

A separate famly-life director has been added to the
"Surge with Service" program His responsibility is to assure
that a nunber of activities and projects is directed
specifically to the famly and that famlies are encouraged to
take part in them

Cooperating with the Canadi an Conference of Catholic
Bi shops, the Order began a three-year project in 1980 by
underwriting an educational media canpai gn designed to
strengthen famly life. Titled "Gowh in Faith - In and
through the Famly," the multi-phase program has the ful
support of the CCCB

A major sign of the Order's active concern for the future
of the Church and the spread of the Gospel is the
establi shment of the Suprenme Council Vocations Program now
operating in all jurisdictions and al ready show ng prom se of
success in turning around the decline in the nunber of
candi dates to the priestly and religious life. But nore wll
be said of this in subsequent pages.

One of Father McG vney's initial objectives in founding the
Order, that of providing security for the widows and chil dren
of deceased nenbers, has succeeded beyond his w | dest dreans.
The Kni ghts of Col unbus insurance programoffers its
certificate holders a versatile portfolio of protection - al
done "for Brother Knights by Brother Knights."

The Kni ghts of Col unbus have a | ong and enviable tradition
of aid to Catholic education. As early as 1904 the O der
endowed a chair in American history at the Catholic University
of America, Washington, D.C., and | ater provided an endowrent
of $500. 000 for araduate fell owshins there which still reans



its benefits today. The mllion-dollar "Father M chael J.

McG vney Menorial Fund for New Initiatives in Catholic
Educati on" established in 1980 is devoted to fostering

i nprovenents through research and devel oprment. Prograns

of fering schol arshi ps and student | oans are described further
on in this booklet.

"Don't keep the Faith - spread it!" |ong has been a guiding
principle of the Knights of Colunbus. Alnost $1 million are
budgeted annually by the Order for various projects of the
Cat hol i ¢ Advertising Program

The Kni ghts of Col unbus funded the construction of the
conpanile or Knight's Tower at the National Shrine of the
| mmacul at e Conception in Washington, D.C. The bells for the
tower were donated by the Order as well. In keeping with this
commtment to Qur Lady's Shrine the Order established the
"Luke E. Hart Menorial Fund” in 1979 in the anmount of
$500, 000. Earnings are used to pronote Marian devotion and to
preserve the beauty of the Shrine in perpetuity.

And it was the | eadership of the Knights which fi
succeeded in having the words "under God" inserted
Pl edge of Allegiance to the Anerican Fl ag.

ally
e

nal |
nth

Faith in the future is a distinctive mark of a vital
organi zation. The Knights traditionally have mani fested such a
faith by trying to help nold and serve tonorrow s | eaders.

"Esto Dignus,” "Be Wrthy," is the notto of the Col unbi an
Squires, official organization of the Knights of Col unbus for
young nen between the ages of 12-18. The goals of the Squires
are the spiritual, cultural, civic, social and physi cal
i nprovenent of its nmenbers and the devel opnent of |eadership
gualities. Each Squire is enjoined to take an active part in
the adm ni stration and planning of his circle.

The Order also has had a long-terminterest in the scouting
novenent. The Kni ghts' backing of Boy Scout troops dates back
to 1923. Today nore than a thousand Boy Scout units are
sponsored by | ocal councils.

Kni ghts al so sponsor, support and give tinme to Little
League baseball and football teanms, the Catholic Youth
Organi zation in various dioceses, Grl Scouts, Grl Cuides, 4-
H C ubs, Big Brothers, Babe Ruth or Pony League, Junior Soccer
and Juni or Hockey.

Each year reports of the annual survey of fraterna
activity conducted for the National Fraternal Congress of
America reveal an inpressive Knights of Col unbus donation of
ti me, noney and energy.



In the category of charitable or benevol ent disbursenents,
i ncl udi ng assistance to the sick, handi capped, disaster
victinms, hospitals and other institutions, civic and community
projects, schools and libraries, the Knights contribute in the

area of $30 mllion, including substantial anmpbunts fromthe
Supreme Council. Another $14 mllion is spent on activities,
including some $2 mllion for work with young peopl e.

The Kni ghts al so average 650,000 visits to the sick, give
150, 000 donations of blood, contribute 8 mllion man-hours of
community service and 700, 000 hours of l|abor for the sick or
di sabl ed.

In a world where the golden rule - "Do unto others as you
woul d have them do unto you" - sonetines becones "Do unto
ot hers before they do unto you," the Knights of Col unbus
stands out as an organi zation that takes fraternity seriously.

The dictionary defines fraternity as "the state or quality
of being brothers.” It also describes it as a "group of nen
j oi ned together by common interests” or "a group of people
with the same beliefs, interest, work."

The Kni ghts of Colunbus formreal fraternity in all three
senses. As practical Catholics, Knights carry fraternity to
the limts of love: unselfish service to their Church
country, comunity and council.

Faith, fellowship, philanthropy. These are the
di stingui shing marks of the Knights. This brief record of sone
of their achievenents shows that they have remained true to
their heritage and that they have continued to build on it for
future generations. If you are a practical Catholic nman, 18
years of age or older, you can becone a vital part of the
Kni ghts of Col unbus and nake your own uni que contributions to
t he dream of Father MG vney.

Structure of the Order

| f the Knights of Colunbus have grown so steadily and
strongly since their charter was granted by the State of
Connecticut in 1882, nmuch of the credit can go to the firm
structural foundation on which the organizati on was
established, and to the caliber of men attracted to its ranks.

As a fraternal benefit society, the Order operates in
accordance with the laws relating to such groups. These
regul ations require a representative form of governnent
conprised of a suprene governing or |egislative body and
subordi nate branches. Menbers are elected, initiated and
admtted into the society according to the provisions of its
constitution. laws and rul es.



Thus the society is governed by the Suprene Council, its
top legislative body. There are 61 state councils and several
territorial jurisdictions enconpassing sone 7,000 subordinate
councils to which the nore than 1.3 mllion nmenbers bel ong.

G oups of councils, usually three or four in adjacent or
nearby localities, are fornmed into districts. G oupings of
councils may elect to forma chapter to coordinate activities
on an areaw de | evel.

The Suprene Council is conposed of the suprenme officers
(suprene knight, chaplain, deputy suprene knight, secretary,
treasurer, advocate, physician and warden); the suprene
directors (a 21-nenber body elected for three-year terns by
t he Suprene Council at its annual neeting); the past suprene
kni ghts; the state deputy and the last |iving past state
deputy of the various state councils; and such del egates as
are duly chosen by the state councils.

Executive authority is vested in the suprene officers, who
are el ected annually by the supreme directors.

The state councils are made up of the state deputy, who is
the representative of the suprene knight in each state, and
other state officers, the last living past state deputy, the
grand kni ght and a past grand kni ght from each subordi nate
counci | .

Charters establishing subordinate councils are granted upon
conpl etion of a roster of 30 nmenbers or applicants for
menber ship. The presiding officer is the grand knight. Titles
of other officers on both the state and | ocal |evels are
simlar to those on the suprene level, with sonme additions. In
all there are 17 council officers, of whom 12 are elected to
their positions annually. Five others are appointed by the
grand kni ght, including a programdirector and nenbership
director. These nen in turn appoint and supervise various
commttees charged with council projects and nenbership
recruitnment and retention. A new Knight is encouraged to
become active in his council by making hinself avail able for
menber ship on one or nore of these commttees. The council's
financial secretary is appointed directly by the suprene
kni ght .

It is the responsibility of the programdirector and his
church, community, council and youth directors to provide
bal anced, attractive and effective activities for the nenbers.
There is no doubt that participation in council projects and
t he experience gained in | eadership positions stand a nan in
good stead throughout his life.

Who Can Be A Knight?



MEMBERSHI P i n the Knights of Colunbus is open to practi cal
Catholic men in union with the Holy See, who shall not be | ess
than 18 years of age on their last birthday. A practical
Catholic is one who lives up to the Commandnents of God and
the Precepts of the Church. Application bl anks are avail abl e
fromany nmenber of the Knights of Colunbus. Every Knight is
happy to propose eligible Catholic nmen for consideration as
menbers. In fact, one-to-one recruitnent is the nost
successful nmethod of attracting new nenbers.

Acceptance of the applicant depends upon a vote of the
menbers of the subordinate council in which he is making
appl i cation.

Al'l priests and religious brothers having duly made
application for nenbership and participated in the cerenonials
beconme honorary life nmenbers of the Order and are exenpt from
paynment of dues.

Application for nmenbership nust be nmade through the counci
in the community nearest the applicant's place of residence.
I nterested prospects without a permanent domcile, such as nen
tenporarily away from honme through duty in the armed forces,
must make application through their home-town council.

| f favorably voted upon, the applicant beconmes a nenber by
initiation in what is known as the Adm ssion Degree. He
subsequently i s advanced through the Fornmation Degree to the
poi nt in nmenbership where he is entitled to wear the enbl em of
t he Knights of Colunbus by initiation in the Knighthood
Degr ee.

There are nodest initiation fees and dues set by
subordi nate councils under regul ati ons established by the
Suprene Council. The insurance privileges are available to al
nmenbers who can qualify, which represents an inportant
advant age of nenbership. For nen in every walk of life the
name of the Knights of Col unbus engenders the inage of a
united organi zation, efficiently going about its tasks of
charity, unity, fraternity, patriotismand defense of the
pri est hood, conposed of nmen who are giving unsel fishly of
their tine and talents in the service of their God and their
country.

Menbership in the Knights of Col unbus provides the
opportunity for whol esone associ ation wi th congeni al
conpani ons who are, first of all, practical Catholic
gentlenmen. It offers the opportunity for fellowship with those
who are of the sane belief, who recognize the sane duty to
God, to famly and to nei ghbor and who stand side by side in
def ense of those beliefs. Proarans are so oraanized as to



appeal to the individual interest of the nenbers. Through nany
constructive activities of Christian fraternity, nenbers are
enabl ed to render service to their Church, their country and
their fellowran. Through nmenbership they devel op a

consci ousness of their ability to | ead and to assi st.

O gani zed Col unbi ani sm united behind the individual Knight
of Col unbus, provides the power of an intelligent, alert body
of Catholic nen - a strength which the individual by hinself
cannot achi eve.

Kni ghts of Col unbus have a proud heritage. The qualified
Catholic nman can share in that heritage and build for an even
greater future by affiliating hinself with this forceful
ef fective body.

CGui del i nes, suggestions, training aids and other assistance
are provided to the council |eadership and nenbership to
i npl enent the special projects on the state and | ocal |evels.
Al t hough the prograns are not mandatory, they do serve a
specific need or offer a solution to a special problemand are
accepted by nost councils.

A nunber of these prograns is described throughout this
bookl et as an indication of the types nade available fromthe
Suprene Council. By no neans is the list conplete nor does it
contain any reference to the variety of prograns and projects
conducted by local and state councils. The reputation enjoyed
by the Knights of Col unbus was built on what the councils have
done and are doi ng.

Insurance

Hundr eds of thousands of nenbers of the Knights of Col unbus
have answered the invitation to participate in the Oder's
fraternal insurance program

The Agency Departnent's notto, "Insurance for Brother
Kni ghts by Brother Knights," gives one insight into the
program s success. Organized in a day when the |loss of a
famly's breadw nner was a tragedy overcone only with great
fortitude and sacrifice on the part of the survivors, today's
program has achi eved success because its product continues to
be "a famly affair.”

Menbers secure |life insurance because they |ove their
famlies. They recogni ze that, through precise planning with
the Order's fraternal insurance counselors, they not only can
provide for their |oved ones in case of death, but also can
build up a substantial estate for retirenent years or to neet
ot her needs.
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Consi stently the anounts of noney paid out in dividends to
living nmenbers surpass the benefits provided to beneficiaries
upon death of a certificate hol der.

The i nsurance-in-force has grown dramatically in recent

years. The first billion took over 75 years to attain. The $2
billion plateau was achieved 11 years thereafter. The $3
billion level took less than four nore years. The $4 billion
mark was attained within slightly over two nore years; $5
billion was reached in Decenber 1979; and the current total,
wel | beyond $6 billion, is growi ng constantly.

The Agency Departnent has set a goal designed to bring the
utnmost in pronpt, efficient service to every Knight and his
famly. Part of this goal is to assure that, by increasing
manpower, one full-time, professionally trained field agent
will be available for each 1,000 nenbers. To achieve this the
Order has reached the nunber of 113 General Agencies. However,
a considerabl e nunber of field agents is needed. Any nenber
interested in such a career opportunity may obtain information
by contacting the general agent in his area.

The Order offers a versatile portfolio of famly-oriented
i nsurance plans presented by a staff of conpetent, concerned
pr of essi onal s backed up by one of the nobst sophisticated
conmput er systens now operating in the insurance field-thus the
out standi ng record of secure but dynam c growh and
devel opnent. Yet the Order's programremains a fam|ly-
at nrosphere i nsurance "for Brother Knights by Brother Knights."

"Surge with Service"

Personal conmtnent and direct involvenment by the Knights
of Colunbus are the ains and purposes of the "Surge with
Servi ce" program devel oped by the Suprene Council staff.
Adoption of the programon the state and | ocal |evels nakes
t he Kni ghts of Colunbus a Catholic, famly, fraternal and
service organi zation. The Service Programis a revision and
i nprovenent of the fampbus Six Point Programutilized by the
Knights in former years.

A Program of Action

The Service Programis a program of action under the
direction of two nmen selected by the grand kni ght as program
and nenbership directors. These nen then select others to
performthe duties of Church, Community, Council, Famly and
Yout h directors who appoint various commttees to plan the
projects and activities in the council. Follow ng the
gui delines and format designed by the Suprene Council Service
Departnment, a local and state council inmmediately can put into
operati on many needed prograns by proper use of the talents
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and abilities of the nenbership. Flexibility allows |ocal or
state selection of activities of interest to the nenbers.
Manual s and handbooks are sent to the nmen selected to serve in
the position of directors. Their nanmes are reported to the
Suprene O fice for a special mailing list so current and up-
dated information can be sent to themfor use in their
councils. Eighteen tines a year an issue of PS (Program

Suppl enment) is nmailed to each man.

An informed and active nmenbership is the goal of every
council. The Service Programis one neans to that end. A
programdirector will provide the opportunity for activity and
the nmenbership director will oversee the work necessary for
retenti on of menbership and recruitnment of new Knights.

Awar eness by the nenbers of the beneficial features of the

i nsurance programis a responsibility of the nenbership
director in co-operation with the insurance representatives of
t he Suprene Council.

Membership Programs

Annual programnms pertaining to nenbership retention and
recruitment have resulted in net gains in menbership
statistics. However nore inportant than the nunbers
represented by the increases is the quality of the new
Kni ghts. More and nore Catholic nmen now realize that they can
becone active and invol ved through nenbership in a | ocal
Kni ghts of Col unbus council.

Training Aids

To remain a viable force in the community and for the
Church, the talents and abilities of the nenbers nust be
utilized effectively. Ideas and suggestions can be put to good
use only through efficient organization of manpower. Once
organi zed, training nmust conmence. Fromthe Suprene Counci
cones the aids that are necessary to teach nethods of
operation to the nenbers.

The Charter, Constitution and Laws of the Order cones in
bookl et form and should be in the possession of every nenber.
Handbooks and manual s for particul ar | eaders are avail abl e.
These include a manual for grand knights, a chaplain's manual,
a "Surge with Service" manual which explains the Service
Program oper ati on, handbooks for the programdirector, the
nmenbership director, and the church, comunity, council and
youth directors. Manuals for cerenonials work include one for
the installation of council officers, initiation rituals and a
manual for district deputies. Cerenonials nanual s nmust be
obtained directly fromthe Suprene Secretary's office.

Filnms and fil mstrins have heen nroduced for trainina
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pur poses and for instructing non-nenbers concerning the
Order's objectives and goals. The |atest 16-mmcolor film
"The K of Cls You and Me," denonstrates the idealismwhich
notivates the fraternal society and the practical activities
open to the nenbers. Filnstrips with sound have been produced
and distributed throughout the Order on such topics as the
district deputy, the Service Program and special nenbership
canpai gns. Ot hers are on the planning boards. "Papal Audi ence
1979" captures a special private audience granted by Hi s
Hol i ness Pope John Paul Il to the Supreme officers and
directors in Cctober1979 during his historic visit to the U S.
The Knights were the only organi zati on so honored by the Holy
Fat her.

Pro-Life

The Kni ghts of Col unbus profile of pro-life work shows how
Kni ghts are striving to protect the lives of the innocent
unborn. The Supreme Council has made annual grants of $50, 000
to the U S. Bishops' Commttee on Pro-Life Activities and
$15,000 to the Pro-Life Committee of the Canadi an Conference
of Catholic Bishops over the |ast several years. The Knights
have donated mllions of pieces of literature to pro-life
groups, and have provided office space and nanpower support
for Birthright, R ght-to-Life and other agencies through state
and local councils. Conmmittees on the state and |ocal |evels
coordi nate nmenbers' efforts through ongoi ng prograns, whether
manni ng di spl ay booths at regional fairs, sponsoring speakers
ni ghts or hosting baby showers for Birthright.

The Supreme O fice also has nmade available in quantity and
wi t hout charge a supply of the panphlet "Abortion: Questions
and Answers," prepared by the Commttee for Pro-Life
Activities of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
f our - page bookl et gives succinct information on cruci al
guestions surrounding the abortion issue. In addition two
anti-abortion billboards have been prepared for use in the
community by local councils. The billboards carry an appeal to
stop abortion coupled with the sponsoss nane.

As nentioned, Knights are a source of w despread support
for Birthright and sim | ar agencies which provide counseling,
maternity care and ot her assistance required to help a wonman
persevere in her desire not to kill her infant.

I ndi vi dual councils al so honor |egislators, governors and
other civic officials who take a pro-life stand; set up
educational booths to stress the sanctity of human life at
various fairs; sponsor essay contests for high-school
students; pronote respect-for-life proclamations; and organize
speci al nenorial Masses on Jan.22, the date of the heartless
Sunrenme Court decision allow na abortions. in memorv of the
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hundreds of thousands of unborn innocents killed each year.

In another venture allied with the pro-life cause, the
Order has underwitten the cost of special seminars for the
Bi shops of the United States and Canada in 1980 and again in
1981. Conducted by the Pope John XXIIl Medical - Moral Research
Center, these briefings and di scussions center on |ife-death
i ssues and the noral response necessary in view of constant
advances in science and technol ogy.

One priority for the '80s, the "Decade of the Famly," is
to respond to the papal encyclical "Humanae Vitae" by
pronoti on of methods of natural famly planning which are
safe, nmoral and as effective as i moral chem cal and
artificial means. The Order now underwites the NFP offices of
the U S., Canadi an and Mexi can hi erarchi es.

Supreme Council Vocations Program

To show the Order's concern about the ongoing decline in
t he nunber of candidates to the priesthood and religious life,
t he Suprene Council Vocations Conmittee was fornmed shortly
after Supreme Kni ght Dechant took office in January 1977
Turning around this "vocation crisis,” it was felt, was an
urgent task best undertaken by an organi zation of Catholic
famlies such as the Knights.

In initial nmeetings, the commttee expressed the belief
t hat each person has a vocation-in fact, several vocations.
Each person is called to be holy; he or she is called to a
state in life whether married, religious or single; he or she
is called to a career or profession.

Brainstormng on this idea, the commttee established
several goals in relation to its efforts anong the faithful

1. To create awareness that God calls everyone by a special vocation to serve Him as
cleric, religious or lay person in the Church;

2. to motivate people to listen to and respond to God's call;

3. to provide the proper spiritual and social climate so that people will be able to hear
God's voice and respond in freedom.

The Suprene Council commttee is responsible for prograns
on the national |evel and for assisting state counci
commttees in their projects. Committees on the state |evel
devi se, organi ze and inplenment progranms within the
jurisdiction. Committees al so have been fornmed on the district
level with the district deputy as chairman. Chancel | ors of
each council in the district also are nenbers of this
commttee. They have been charged with pronotion of vocations-
oriented activities on the |ocal |evel.
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To hel p those who may answer God's call, or already have,
the Order's Student-Loan Program has been broadened in scope
to make priests, nuns, sem narians, novices and postul ants
eligible for student |oans, even if not affiliated with the
Kni ght s of Col unbus.

Under the terns of an Orderw de project, the Suprene office

will reinburse $100 to councils for each $500 spent on an
i ndi vidual seminarian on his road to ordination. Awards for
"noral support” will be presented to councils which offer

personal affirmation and encouragenment to a particul ar
sem nari an.

The Vocations Program bears within it the pronm se of hope
for generations to cone.

Catholic Information Service

The Catholic Information Service pronotes four kinds of
assi stance to those seeking answers to questions about the
Catholic religion: advertisenents in |large-circul ation Sunday
suppl enents of secul ar newspapers; free distribution of
religious panphlets to those answering the ads; a
correspondence course on the basic beliefs of Catholics; and
i ndi vi dual responses to those who seek confidential counsel.

In April 1969, the board of directors voted to nove the
correspondence phase of the Catholic Advertising Program
whi ch had operated in St. Louis, M., since 1948, to the new
Suprene O fice headquarters building in New Haven. Thus the
full facilities of the various departnments and the manpower in
the Supreme Office are in a better position to contribute to
the program Plenty of time was given to effect the transfer
so as to make the transition of the programas snooth as
possi bl e. The date of April 1,1971, was deci ded upon; and
of fi ce space was designated on the 11th floor of the new
buil ding. On that date panphlets were mail ed, correspondence
answered and ot her business transacted without |losing a day in
the operation of the service. A new nanme was approved by the
board of directors, and this phase of the Catholic Advertising
Program now can be reached by witing to:
The Catholic Information Service
Kni ghts of Col unbus
P. O Box #1971
New Haven, Conn. 06521

It is funded by the Knights of Col unbus Charities Inc., and
by a sem annual nenbership assessnent of 40~. Many of the
panphl ets sent to respondents have been and are being revised
continually. New art work has been devel oped and a conpletely
new home-study course is being sent to those who request it.
This course is sonewhat different from other inquiry courses.
It is an informal reading course. Ten panphlets have been
sel ected as the basic texts for the course. These cover, in a
general way, the fundanental beliefs of Catholicism Al ong
with the texts (two sent with each mailing) cones a series of
"optional choice" questions to reinforce the reader’'s
knowl edge of the material |earned through reading the texts.

The Cat holic Advertisina Proaram was founded. financed.
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pronoted and has at all times been directed by the Knights of
Colunmbus. It has a glorious history and continues to be nost
hi ghly conmended by bi shops, priests and its beneficiaries,

t hose who | earn about the Faith.

It is inmpossible to measure the full results of this great
program since its inception in January of 1948. |npressive
statistics showing over 6.8 mllion inquiries and nore than
700, 000 enrollnments in the hone study courses indicate the
wi de interest and popularity of the program But neither these
results nor the generous financial contributions nade by the
Order for its support can tell the whole story of its worth.
How nmany were led to the Faith through readi ng the panphlets
and studying the courses never will be known. Nor can
statistics ever neasure how rmuch prejudice and
m sunder st andi ng was overcone through the program s influence.

College Councils

Not only are the Knights of Col unmbus concerned about young
adults being able to attend coll ege, as denonstrated through
t he schol arshi p and student-|oan prograns, but they have
i npl emented a plan to allow Catholic young nmen to associ ate
wi th others through nenbership in a Knights of Col unbus
council on their college canpus. Menbership in one of the
approximately 50 coll ege councils offers the student an
opportunity to associate with fellow Catholics, to participate
in an active canmpus organi zation and thereby accept positions
of responsibility. It also enables himto becone involved in
the coll ege and | ocal community through the activities and
proj ects sponsored by the council.

A national conference of representatives neets annually to
di scuss the particular situation of college councils and nakes
recommendations for the growth and inprovenent of the coll ege-
counci | program

Menbers in college councils are encouraged to transfer
their nenbership to the community council in which they |ocate
after graduation. Their field of education and their
experience as an active Knight on the coll ege canpus can be of
substantial benefit to the local council into which they
transfer.

Columbian Squires and Youth

Since their early days the Knights of Col unbus have been
actively concerned for the welfare of youth. The organi zation
stands second to none in its commtment to and i nvol venment
with youths individually or collectively though organi zati ons.
"Partnership with Youth"” is the thenme that notivates ongoi ng
programs in |local and state councils. Boy Scout units, C Y.O
sponsorship, C.C.D. training, Little Leagues, Big Brothers, 4-
H C ubs and many ot hers have been assisted financially and by
manpower donat ed by the Knights.

In the early 1 920s the Order decided to organize and
sponsor its own youth program known as Col unbi an Squires.
Thi s organi zation of Catholic young nmen can be sponsored only
by Kni ghts of Col unbus councils and has as its purpose the
trainina of its memhers in the art and techni aues of
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| eadership. It is literally the junior organization of the

Kni ghts. The programis highly structured and operates
internationally. Qpportunity to accept positions of |eadership
and responsibility is the major attraction to menbership in

t he Squires program

During the past few years Col unbi an Squires have shown
great interest in participating in projects that "bind" them
t oget her for one conmon purpose. Since 1975 the Squires
"Crusade agai nst Poverty" and "Project Build" raised sone
$50, 000 through the efforts and sacrifices of circles and
i ndi viduals. The centennial of the Order will bring a speci al
project for the Squires in honor of Father MG vney.

The Knights and Education

In 1944 the Knights of Colunbus established its mllion-
dol | ar Educational Trust Fund to provide a coll ege education
to the children of nmenbers who were killed or permanently and
totally disabled in Wrld War Il1. Later this benefit was
extended to children of nmenbers who were killed or disabled in
the Korean war, in Vietnamor in service with a United Nations
peace- keeping force. In 1970 this privil ege was devel oped
further to include children of nenbers of the Order who are
killed or permanently and totally disabled as a result of
crimnal violence while functioning as | aw enforcenent
officers and in 1971 to those who were killed or disabled as a
result of crimnal violence while performng their duties as
fulltime firefighters. These schol arships include tuition,
board and room books, |lab fees and other incidental expenses
at the Catholic college of the student's choice.

Under provisions of the Pro Deo and Pro Patria schol arship
program the Supreme Council annually awards $1, 000-a-year
schol arshi ps on the basis of nerit to 10 nenbers or the sons
or daughters of nenbers in good standing or who were so at the
time of their death. Five scholarships are for use at Catholic
University of Anmerica, Washington, D.C.; the rest nmay be used
at a Catholic college of the recipient's choice. Two
addi ti onal schol arships are avail able to Col unbi an Squi res,
one at the Catholic University, one at the Catholic coll ege of
the Squire's choice.

Four nerit schol arshi ps paying up to $1,000 a year at
Canadi an col | eges or universities are awarded annually to the
menbers of Canadi an councils or the sons and daughters of
living or deceased menbers. Sim|lar benefits are available to
menbers in Mexico and the Philippines.

The Suprene Council also has set up post-graduate
fellowships at the Catholic University of Anerica. The
fell owshi ps are open to lay nen and wonen, both married and
unmarried, and cover board, |odging and tuition. Maxinmm
tenure is four years, with a course in Anerican history a
requi site.

In 1973 the Suprene Council established the Bishop Charles
P. Greco graduate fellowships for specialization in the field
of teaching the nentally retarded. The $200, 000 trust honors
the (rder's sunrenme chanlain for his nioneerina work in the
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construction and mai ntenance of Catholic-oriented facilities
for the retarded. The grant provides $500 a senester and is
renewabl e for a maxi num of four senmesters. An eligible
candi date nust be a nmenber of the Order or the son or daughter
of a nenber in good standing. The candi date al so nust be
engaged in or planning a full-tinme graduate study leading to a
master's degree in the field of teaching the educationally
handi capped with enphasis on the nentally retarded.

Wth the purpose of inproving performance in achieving the
obj ectives of Catholic education, delegates to the 1980

Suprene Council established the mllion-dollar "Father M chael
J. MG vney Fund for New Initiatives in Catholic Education.”
Earnings fromthe fund will support research projects of vita

importance to the U S. and Canada through the auspices of the
Nat i onal Cat holic Education Association with the approval of
the Board of Directors.

These prograns at the Suprenme Council |evel conmbine with
other projects on the state and local level to total a $3-
mllion-a-year, orderwi de commitnment to students.

Student - Loan Program

In 1971 the Order established a Knights of Col unbus Student
Loan Program which already has nade a multim | lion-dollar
commtnment to tens of thousands of young peopl e seeking the
opportunity to pursue a higher education.

The programis funded by the Knights of Col unbus and
guaranteed by the U S. Governnent. Under the programeligible
students can apply for an annual |oan for each full academc
year continuing for as many as five years. Everyone eligible
for a student |loan qualifies for an interest subsidy during
the in-school period. Depending on the rate at which the | oan
is granted, there also is a grace period after conpletion of
studi es before repaynent begins.

In the mdst of the financial crisis faced by nonpublic
schools, the Order made a grant in 1972 of $100,000 to Parents
for Nonpublic Education, an association of Catholics fornmed to
| end support to an interfaith organization called G tizens
Relief for Education by Incone Tax (CREDI.T.). The latter
group is conposed of Catholic, Protestant and Jew sh | eaders
and representatives of nonpublic schools who are seeking to
obtain relief through income tax credits for parents who are
educating their children in these schools.

In 1979, in a continuation of this effort, the O der
decided to underwite the annual budget in the anmount of
$167,000 of the United States Catholic Conference's Ofice for
Educati onal Assistance, part of the USCO Departnent of
Education, in its pursuit of legal tuition tax credits for the
parents of children enrolled in non-public schools.

While still a young organi zation, just beginning to expand
across the continent, the Knights of Col unbus presented a gift
of $50,000 to endow a Chair of American History at the
Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C,

In 1907, when a great need confronted Catholic University,
the (rder raised amhna its own nenhers the then stunendous sum
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of $500, 000 to endow schol arshi ps there. Besides hel ping the
university out of a difficult situation, this gift has enabl ed
many young nen and wormen to receive the benefits of higher
education over the years through the resulting fellowship
program

Following the close of the First Wirld War, the O der
expended nore than $8 mllion in support of schools in various
cities where 313,916 veterans received free training in
academ c, comercial, trade and technical fields. This fund
al so nai ntai ned schol arships at 41 college and universities
| eading to the degrees of bachelor of arts, bachel or of
science and their equivalent for 403 veterans, of whom 284
wer e graduat ed.

For five years after the First World War, the O der
provi ded hone-study courses w thout charge for veterans who
were unable to attend eveni ng schools. Mre than 125,000 were
enrol | ed.

A Notable Victory

The Knights of Col unbus won a notable victory for the
Aneri can people, and especially for the children of
generations to cone, by its successful fight against the so-
call ed Oregon School Law. It began in 1922, when a | aw
proposed by initiative petition was enacted in O egon which
woul d prevent children fromattending private and parochi al
school s.

Respondi ng to an appeal from Archbi shop Al exander Christie
of Portland, the Knights of Col unbus provided $25,000 wth
which to carry a suit testing the constitutionality of the | aw
to the Suprene Court of the United States. The court ruled
that the law violated the rights of Anerican citizens to
educate their children in accordance with the dictates of
t heir own conscience.

It is due to that action that parents today are not
interfered with in the operation of their private and
parochi al schools and in the rearing of their children in the
manner in which they wish themto be raised.

Simlarly the O der responded in nore recent tinmes when a
case arose in British Colunbia that would place in jeopardy
the rights of the hierarchy to conduct its schools in a manner
consistent with its beliefs.

Many Benefactions

In 1920 the Knights of Col unbus contributed $60, 000 toward
the erection of a gymmasium at the Catholic University of
Anerica. In the same year a gift of $35,000 was nade to the
Cardi nal Mercier Fund for the restoration of Louvain
University and its magnificent library in Bel gium

The Order raised $1,500,000 in 1922 at the request of Pope
Benedict XV to provide for the spiritual and recreational
wel fare of the children of Rome, Italy, through the
establ i shment of seven pl aygrounds.

The follow ng year a gift of $38,000 was nade to the
Cardi nal G bbons Institute for the care and education of
mnority children in Maryl and.
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For nore than 30 years, a correspondence school was
mai nt ai ned by the Order providing instruction in 108 subjects
for its widespread nenbership and their famlies. Mre than
45, 000 t ook advantage of these benefits.

In 1924 the Order, at its own expense, established at Notre
Dane University a course in boy-guidance to devel op trained
| eaders interested in the counseling of boys as a |life work.
For 15 years the Order provided 12 annual schol arshi ps of two
years each for students in the boy-gui dance course. During
t hat period the Order expended nore than $400, 000 in support
of the program It was discontinued only when this type of
training and instruction was nmade avail able in school s
t hroughout the country. Mre than 200 benefited from
schol arshi ps during this period.

Historical Commission

In 1921 the Knights of Col unbus organized a Hi storical
Comm ssi on conposed of respected educators to investigate and
protect the United States from propaganda designed to
underm ne a feeling of Arerican identity. As a result of this
i nvestigation, certain widely used history and ot her textbooks
read in schools were elimnated or rewitten to renove matter
m srepresenting historical facts or subverting Amrerican
i deal s.

The Knights of Col unbus Hi storical Conm ssion conducted a
prize conpetition for studies in American history. Mny
not abl e books on the subject were witten as a result,
including "Jay's Treaty," by Sanuel Flagg Bem s; "The Monroe
Doctrine,"” by Thomas H Mahoney, and "The Anerican States," by
Al'l an Nevi n.

More than $60, 000 were expended by the Order in carrying
out the work of the Historical Conmm ssion.

In 1939 the Knights of Colunbus contributed $10, 000 to the
Gol den Jubil ee Fund of the Catholic University. Over $100, 000
were contributed to the maintenance of the Catholic Radi o Hour
broadcasts from Washi ngton and Tor ont o.

Vatican Film Library

The incredible range of devastation throughout Europe
during World War |1 underscored the possibility that at sone
future time the precincts of Vatican Gty mght fall prey to
aggr essors.

Destruction of the Vatican library, art collections and
museum the unrival ed depositories of the world' s cultural
treasures, would constitute a tragic loss to both present and
future civilizations.

In the spring of 1951, word was received by the Order that
the Vatican woul d be receptive to suggesti ons about how such
an eventuality could be avoided. The Order began consultations
and on receiving approval initiated the nonunmental task of
mcrofil mnmg Vatican docunents which was to occupy the better
part of eight years.

Conmpet ent schol ars first surveyed the nmanuscripts involved
to estimate the probable cost of the project. Next a committee
of worl d-renowned schol ars was annoi nted to deci de which
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docurnents should be mcrofilmed. This acconplished, a naster
list of all the material necessary for the mcrofilmng on
such a vast scale was conpil ed.

By the spring of 1952 a conpletely equi pped nmicrofilm
| aboratory, second to none in the United States and Europe,
had been set up at the Vatican and phot ographi ng had
conmenced.

Under the supervision of personnel fromSt. Louis (M.)

Uni versity, 815,000 feet of mcrofilm representing 11 million
pages of rare manuscript, were recorded. The total nunber of
manuscri pt codices in mcrofilmcopies is 30, 500.

The Kni ghts of Colunbus Vatican FilmLibrary, as it nowis
designated, is located on the first floor of the Pius Xl I
Menorial Library at St. Louis University. The true inportance
of this library to the universal scholastic comunity cannot
be adequately descri bed.

Papal Film Library

In 1977, Pope Paul VI requested help fromthe Order to nmake
feasible a project of collecting filnms of the popes and 6f
activities of the Holy See dating back to 1897 when Pope Leo
XIll was first filmed. These filns now are scattered
t hr oughout various public and private collections around the
worl d. The Holy See hopes to obtain copies of these filns and
gather themin a special library in Rone. There the collection
woul d be available to scholars and journalists as resource
material for newscasts and documentaries. The Order has
granted a sum of $10,000 to initiate a study on what filns
m ght be obtained for this central library.

Publications and Periodicals

Every nmenber of the Knights of Col unbus receives a nonthly
i ssue of the organization's magazi ne, COLUMBIA. Articles on a
wi de variety of subjects of interest to nmenbers and their
famlies are published regularly. Projects and initiatives
within the order's far-flung nmenbership are descri bed and
illustrated in reports and pictures. The editorial page
carries infornmed comment on matters of current interest.

El ect ed and appointed | eaders - officers and program
directors - automatically are placed on a special mailing |ist
when they are reported to the Suprene O fice. They receive the
nmont hly PS (Program Suppl enent), a publication of special
interest to the officers and directors of the Service Program
It contains current ideas, suggestions and guidelines to
assi st the program and nenbership chairmen in the di scharge of
their duties.

The SQUI RES NEWSLETTER i s published nonthly as a medi um of
exchangi ng i deas and information of use to Squires circles.
CAMPUS KNI GHT appears four tines a year and is ained at
nmenbers of coll ege councils.

War against Pornography

Recogni zi ng the need for Knights to becone involved in the
battl e agai nst pornography, a program of partnership with
Morality in Media was | aunched in the late 1970's. Based in
New York Citv. Miralitv in Media is nerhans the foremst

21



organi zati on engaged in conbatting the spread of snmut. State
and |l ocal councils are encouraged to affiliate with Mrality
in Media by taking out organizational nenberships. Thus the
councils benefit fromthe expertise, informati on and services
provided by Mrality in Media while assisting that

organi zation in its work through their participation.

Following a resolution at the 1981 Suprenme Council neeting
the Order formul ated the "Action for Responsible Tel evision”
project to involve the nenbership in pronoting whol esonmre TV
pr ogr amm ng.

The Order also assists Mirality in Media by pledging
support for an attorney who directs its National Obscenity Law
Center, a clearinghouse of |egal information for prosecutors
engaged in enforcing anti-pornography statutes.

Menbers in Canada and Mexico support simlar groups in
their own countries.

Playgrounds in Rome

In 1920 Pope Benedict XV appealed to the Knights of
Col unbus to provide playgrounds for the needy children of
Ronme. Since that tine the Order has established and maintai ned
seven such playgrounds. On May 10, 1959, Pope John XXI 1|1
visited the playground at St. Peter's Oratory and, after
expressing gratitude to all who bestow ki ndnesses upon yout h,
noted particularly the "praisewrthy society of the Knights of
Col unmbus” who nade these pl aygrounds possible. In 1966,
| earning that the Vatican had expressed a wish to erect a
Papal Audi ence Hall adjacent to St. Peter's Basilica, the
Order conveyed the property upon which St. Peter's Oratory was
| ocated to the Holy See. The deed of gift for the |and was
executed and delivered on July 1st of that year. Visitors to
Rome have no difficulty in identifying the remaining
pl aygrounds marked by attractive nodern signs show ng they
were founded by the Knights of Col unbus.

Bringing the Pope to the World

On June 30, 1966, two new 100-kilowatt short-wave
transmtters donated respectively by the |ate Francis Cardi nal
Spel | man and by the Knights of Col unbus were dedi cated at
Vatican City and accepted personally by Pope Paul VI.

The transmitters still are in use, bringing prograns
reflecting the beliefs and practices of the Catholic Church to
the four corners of the gl obe.

Under the aegis of the Catholic Advertising Program, the Knights began a project in 1975 of
televising the pope to the world. The programs utilize the four satellites placed in space by
the International Telecommunications Satellite Consortium (INTEL-SAT) of which the Holy
See is a member. The K. of C. pays the costs of beaming the programs to the satellites, and

also part of the charges for capturing the signal by TV stations in mission lands.

A m nimum of three 90-m nute prograns are planned each
year. These include the pope's Mdnight Mass at Christmas, a
series of Holy Week cerenonies; and one other outstandi ng
event of interest to Catholics worldw de. In 1977, the
canoni zation of St. John Neumann was broadcast to the United
States. Had it not heen for the intervention of the Kniahts.
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this historic cerenmony in which the "little bishop of

Phi | adel phi a" becane a saint m ght never have been seen live
in the U S. The funeral of Pope Paul VI, the Mass initiating
h

— —

e mnistry of Pope John Paul 1|, his subsequent funeral and
the initiation of Pope John Paul I1's pontificate all were
brought to a gl obal audi ence of sonme half-billion persons

under this program

In another initiative, the Order provided the $75, 000
necessary for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops to
filmthe entire journey of H's Holiness Pope John Paul Il to
the United States in October 1979. Beyond the goal of
preserving these days for pO5terity, various filnms edited from
this footage are being used for purposes of evangelization.

The Order also underwote the cost of producing a filmon
H s Holiness' trip to Pol and.

Del egates to the 1981 Suprene Council neeting unani nously
approved the creation of a $10 million fund, the "Vicarius
Christi" fund, for the personal charities of the Holy Father.
Earnings of the fund will be presented annually to the Pope in
perpetiuty.

Knights Respond

Several jurisdictions conduct an annual "Pennies for
Heaven" canpaign in which spare cents are collected from
menbers at all council neetings and activities and
subsequently are totaled at the state convention. Proceeds are
used to support vocations prograns.

Al nost every jurisdiction conducts a fund-raising project
wi th proceeds earmarked for the retarded, with the orderw de
total approaching $10 million annually. The funds remain in
the states and communities in which they were raised. For
exanple Illinois surpassed the $800, 000 nark; M chigan and
Oni o approached the half-mllion dollar figure; New Jersey
amassed $230,000; and M ssouri collected $160,000. Ot her state
counci |l s achi eved substantial anmounts, and donati ons have been
made both on the state and | ocal council levels to agencies
and institutions working with the retarded.

An easy-to-learn techni que that can save countless lives in
energency situations has been given w despread publicity-and
practical application-by many councils. Cardiopul nonary
resuscitation (CPR) courses have been showcased by councils,
with the help of the American Heart Association, to teach the
techni que to nenbers and other interested citizens.

Tens of thousands of boys and girls aged 11 through 14 take
part annually in the Knights of Colunbus |International Free-
Throw Contest. The project was initiated in 1974 when two
state councils, North Dakota and Florida, agreed to
participate in a pilot endeavor. In 1975 it was expanded to
[ Ojurisdictions and in 1976 went orderw de. Engraved pl aques
are forwarded to the winners, who also receive prizes as they
nove through the council, district and state conpetitions.
Each youngster who signs up to conpete receives a certificate
of participation.

VWhen it cones to comminitv service. Kniahts are anmbna t hose
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who have not forgotten a segnent of the popul ation often

ot herwi se shamefully negl ected: the elderly. Many councils

have opened their hones and facilities to weekly prograns for

senior citizens. Meals, socials, card and bingo parties,

dancing and arts and crafts are anong the activities provided.
A Firm Foundation

Qur founder, Father M chael J. McGvney, realized that if
the Order was to survive, it would need a firmfoundation in
the formof a strong constitution, wth |laws and by-laws. The
prudence of Father McG vney proves itself as much in the
grom h of the Order to nore than 1.3 mllion Brothers since
1882 as in the fact that the |l aws of the society have served
it well for a hundred years.

It should be recogni zed that, because of the very size of
the Order, these | aws are designed to cover any contingency
that may arise. In actual fact, however, a goodly nunber of
the regulations - especially as they pertain to expul sion and
suspension -rarely, if ever, need be invoked. Qur society is
one of fraternity, and nenbers generally conduct thensel ves as
Catholic gentlenen and true Knights. However, it is the
exception that requires the rule.

An informed Knight will secure a copy of the "Charter
Constitution, Laws" for his own reference. |ncluded herein,
however, is a sanpling of pertinent regulations with which
Kni ghts should be famliar. These are introductory in nature;
for specific conditions, the appropriate section of the
"Charter, Constitution, Laws" shoul d be consulted.

Qual ifications For Menbership

Sec. 101. Only practical Catholics in union with the Holy
See shall be eligible to and entitled to continue nmenbership
in the Oder. An applicant for nmenbership shall not be |ess
than 18 years of age on his |ast birthday.

Approval of Insurance Menbership

Sec. 102. No person shall be admtted as an insurance
menber of the Order unless his application shall have been
approved by the Suprene Physician.

To Whom Presented

Sec. 106. Every application for nenbership shall be
presented to the Grand Knight of the council applied to, who
shall forthwith file the sane with the Financial Secretary,
and the latter shall thereupon imediately notify the
i nsurance agent of said council of said application and the
contents of the sane.

Adm ssion Conmittee

Sec. 108. The Grand Kni ght shall appoint an Adm ssion
Conmittee of seven nmenbers. Wthin five days after the
presentation to himof the application, the G and Knight shal
refer the application to the Adm ssion Commttee and thereupon
said Committee shall notify the applicant to appear before it
for examnation as to his qualifications for nenbership. If
five menbers of the Conmttee shall file a witten report
wi t hhol di ng endor senent because the applicant is not a
nractical Catholic. said annlicant shall he deenmed reiected
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O herw se the reconmendati ons of the Adm ssion Committee shal
be evidenced by the certificate of the Chairnman of the
committee on a formto be prescribed by the Board of
Directors. In the event of the failure or neglect of the
Adm ssion Committee to make report within ten days after an
application has been referred to it, the G and Kni ght shal
di scharge the said Committee and shall forthwith present said
application to the council for action.
Di sposition of Application

Sec. 109.1. Unless the application is rejected for the
reason stated in Section 108, it shall be read by the G and
Knight at the first neeting following the tine allowed for the
report of the Adm ssion Committee.
Application - Wiere Made

Sec. 111. Application for menbership in the Order shall be

made to a council located within the jurisdiction and which is
nearest or nost accessible to the place of residence of the
applicant.... Were there are two or nore councils within the

same city or town, application can be nade to either of such
counci | s.
| nspection of Ball ot

Sec. 112. The Grand Kni ght and Deputy Grand Knight shall in
turn privately inspect the ballot box, both before and after
the ballot, and the former shall announce the result. If the
nunber of negative ballots cast does not exceed one-half of
t he nenbers present, the applicant shall be declared el ected,
ot herwi se rejected. The exact nunber of negative ballots shal
not be stat ed.
Amount of Fees

Sec. 118. (a) The initiation fee shall be fixed by the
council, provided however, no initiation fee shall be required
of any priest or nmenber of a religious community who applies
for nmenbership. For nmenbers entering under 26 years of age,
the initiation fee shall not exceed $10. Before initiation,
each applicant shall pay his initiation fee and the counci
dues for the nonth of his entrance and any |ater nonths in the
guarter of his entrance and each applicant for insurance
nmenber shi p shall pay such initial anmount of contribution as
shal | be prescribed by the Board of Directors upon the
certificate to be issued. ...
Limted Vote of Associate Menbers

(Sec. 120.) Associate nmenbers shall not debate or vote upon
i nsurance questions, except in the election of applicants to
nmenber shi p.
Transfers to Insurance - Additional I|nsurance

Sec. 121. Associate nenbers desiring to transfer to the
i nsurance class and insurance nenbers desiring to obtain
addi ti onal insurance shall nake application for insurance or
for such additional insurance upon fornms provided by |aw, and
pay such initial anount of contributions as shall be
prescri bed by the Board of Directors..
Counci | Funds

Sec. 122. (a) Al nonevs obtained fromanv source. by or
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t hrough any person or persons, acting for or in the nane of
any council or under its direction or authority, shall be
consi dered council funds and shall be forthwith delivered to
t he Fi nancial Secretary, who shall give his official receipt
t herefor and who shall report at the close of each neeting the
amounts so received and from what source.
Meet i ng

Sec. 124. Each subordinate council shall hold at |east two
regul ar neetings each nonth, not |ess than one of which
neeti ngs each nonth shall be designated as a regul ar busi ness
neeti ng.
Oficers

Sec. 126. The officers of each subordinate council shal
be: Grand Kni ght, Chaplain, Deputy G and Knight, Chancell or,
Recorder, Financial Secretary, Treasurer, Lecturer, Advocate,
Warden, Inside Guard, Qutside Guard and Board of Trustees;
except that councils may provide by by-law for the el ection of
two outside guards to alternate in their duties as such.
El ection

Sec. 128. Al officers, except the Financial Secretary,
Lecturer and Chaplain, shall be elected annually, by ballot,
at a regul ar business neeting held between the fifteenth day
of May to and including the fifteenth day of June each year,
and with the exception of the Trustees who shall serve for
terms not to exceed three years as provided by Section 145,
said officers shall hold their offices for the termof one
year fromthe first of July followi ng, and until their
successors are elected and qualified. Provided, however, that
el ective officers of councils identified with coll eges and
universities may be elected at a regul ar business neeting held
between the first day of March to and including the first day
of June in each year after witten notice is given to the
menbers of the date sel ected

The Grand Knight, Deputy Grand Knight and Board of Trustees
may annually select a priest to act as Chaplain, but such
sel ection nust be made in accordance with any rules
establ i shed by the bishop of the diocese in which the counci
i s | ocated.

The Grand Knight shall select annually a Lecturer.

The Fi nancial Secretary shall be appointed by the Suprene
Kni ght. He shall hold office at the will of the Suprene
Kni ght. He shall be conpensated in a manner approved by the
Board of Directors.
M sconduct and Nonf easance
O Menbers and Oficers

Sec. 162. Any nenber of the Order who after trial,
excepting where it is provided that no trial shall be had,
shall be found guilty of the conduct specified in the
subdi vi sions follow ng shall be fined, suspended or expelled
as set forth therein, to wit: (The reader is referred to the
"Charter, Constitution, Laws" for the specific m sconducts
specified by Sec. 162.)
| pso Facto Forfeiture - Menbers
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Sec. 168. Any nenber of this Order shall, ipso facto,
forfeit his nmenbership in the Oder--
Failure to Remain a Practical Catholic

1. Who shall fail to remain a practical Catholic in union
with the Holy See.

Failure to Pay Contributions or Assessnents

2. Who fails to pay any per capita or special assessnent
| evied by the Supreme Council or Board of Directors within
thirty days fromthe date of mailing or transmtting the
nétice for such assessnent by the Financial Secretary of his
counci | .

Failure to Pay Dues

3. Who shall fail to pay his dues to his council within
three nonths after the same are | evied and payabl e (other than
assessnments | evied by the Supreme Council, Board of Directors
or for death benefit assessnents or contributions); or
Convi ction of a Fel ony

6. Who is convicted of a felony by a court of conpetent
authority.

Speci al Consi deration G anted

7. \Wen an insurance nenbership of two or nore years
standi ng shall be forfeited on any account, except failure to
make all paynents required in connection therewith, the former
i nsurance nmenber or his designated beneficiary shall have a
right within six nonths thereafter to ask speci al
consi deration of the case by the Board of Directors. The Board
of Directors is enpowered to refer all such cases for decision
and final action by a commttee consisting of the Suprene
kni ght (or his Deputy), the Suprene Advocate and the Suprene
Secretary. The advice of the Suprene Physician or the actuary
shal | be obtai ned whenever apparently desirable.

If there be no living designated beneficiary to present
such a petition to the Board of Directors, it may be presented
by any person who woul d have been recogni zed as a proper
beneficiary prior to the forfeiture. Such petition nust state
fully and explicitly all the reasons, if any, why it is
t hought that special consideration should be given to the case
and what hardship, if any, would result from an absol ute
forfeiture of all rights to any possible benefits that m ght
accrue under the insurance certificate.

The decision of the conmttee and the reasons therefore
shall be stated in witing and placed on file for the
information of the Board of Directors. The petitioner shall be
notified of the decision, but the reasons shall not be nade
known except by special direction of the Board of Directors.

Ef fect of Suspension of Menbers

Sec. 169. (a) No suspended nenber, nor his admnistrators,
executors or beneficiaries, during the tinme of such suspension
and until reinstatenent, shall have any cl ai mof any
descri ption whatever against the council, or the Order, nor
shall he be adnmitted to neetings of the council, or be
entitled to any of the privileges of nmenbership whatever until
rei nstated accordina to law orovided that. if the menmbher has
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been an insurance nenber, and is entitled to continuance of
his insurance under the automatic assessnent or contribution

| oan provisions or under the terms of any nonforfeiture option
set forth in his insurance certificate, such expul sion,
suspension or forfeiture of menbership shall not termnate his
i nsurance unto the expiration of the period during which it is
thus continued in force and further provided that unless the
certificate is being kept in force because of the el ection of
an option providing for paid-up insurance in a reduced anount
or extended terminsurance the insurance may be continued in
force by cash paynent of any required assessnents or
contributions and/or autonmatic per capita taxes where
applicable. Wile the insurance is thus continued, the nmenber
shal | be classed as an "inactive insurance nenber"” as defined
in Section 69.

(b) Any nmenmber who shall incur the penalty of explusion for
any reason whatever, or who shall incur the penalty of
forfeiture of menbership for the reasons set forth in
subdi vision 6 of Section 168, shall never again be eligible to
nmenbership in the Order wthout the approval of the Board of
Directors, upon petition and for cause shown.

Right to Trial

Sec. 170. Menbers of the Order shall not be fined,
suspended for a fixed term expelled or renoved fromoffice
wi thout trial, as hereinafter provided, except -

1.1n all cases specified by the laws and rul es of the
Order, as laid down for the governnent of councils and nmenbers
where it is or shall be decreed that for any act done or
omtted to be done by a nmenber he shall ipso facto forfeit his
nmenber shi p.

2.1n all cases, as by |law provided, where nmenbers my be
sumarily suspended by the Board of Directors, Suprene Knight,
or state, district or territorial deputies.

Rei nst at ement of | nsurance

Sec. 216. Reinstatenment of a suspended certificate of
i nsurance shall be subject to and in accordance with such
rules and limtations as the Board shall prescribe, except
that as to any certificate of insurance which was suspended
before a | oan equity or a cash val ue becane avail abl e,
rei nstatenent shall be allowed within three years fromthe
date of recorded suspension, subject to evidence of
insurability satisfactory to the O der.

Restorati on of Menbership Sec. 217.1. Reinstatenent. An
associ ate nmenber or a forner insurance nenber who has no
equity in alife or annuity insurance certificate, and whose
recorded suspensi on has been for a period of |less than three
mont hs may make application for reinstatenent to his counci
upon paynment of all dues and charges which he owed at the tine
of his suspension and such dues as he woul d have been |iable
for had he remai ned a nenber in good standing. No action by
the council shall be necessary...

2. Readm ssion. An associate menber or a former insurance
memher who has no eauitv in a life or annuitv certificate and
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whose recorded suspension has been for a period of nore than
three nonths and | ess than seven years at the date of
application, may make application for readm ssion to any
council in the Order under |ike conditions as a new nenber
upon paynment of a fee not to exceed $7.50. Said applicant

shall not be required to pay an initiation fee or to again
take the degrees previously conferred on him Said application
shall be read by the Grand Knight at the first neeting
following the date said application is received and the
council shall proceed forthwith to ballot for the readm ssion
of such applicant after said reading; and if a nmajority of

t hose present and voting approve and accept the application,

it shall be sent to the Suprene Secretary, otherw se said
application shall be deemed deni ed and no further

consi deration shall be given the same for a period of six
months. |If readm ssion is made to applicant's forner counci
and his arrearages are | ess than $7.50, he shall be readmtted
for the actual anmount of the arrearages ..

3. Reapplication. An associate nenber or a forner insurance
menber who has no equity in a life or annuity certificate and
whose recorded suspension has been for a period of nore than
seven years at the tine of his application, may make
application to any council in the Order under like conditions
as a new nmenber upon paynment to the council to which
application is made of a fee not to exceed $7.50 whi ch shal
be retai ned by said council.

Sai d application shall be read by the Grand Knight at the
first neeting following the date said application is received
and the council shall proceed forthwith to ballot for the
reapplication of such applicant after said reading and if the
maj ority of those present and voting approve and accept the
application, it shall be sent to the adm ssion conmttee of
the council and processed in the usual nmanner thereafter. The
Adm ssion Committee in this situation shall certify as to
applicant's former nenbership with the assistance of the
Suprene Secretary. Said applicant, after approval by the
council and cl earance by the Adm ssion Commttee, shall not be
required to pay an initiation fee or to again take the degrees
previously conferred on him

4. Reactivation-lnactive |Insurance Menber. An inactive
i nsurance nmenber who has been suspended for nonpaynent of dues
or council charges but who holds a benefit certificate in
force, may be reinstated to good standi ng by paynent of al
dues and ot her council charges (but not to exceed $5.00) which
were owed at the tinme of the recorded suspension. Application
shall be made to the Financial Secretary of the council where
applicant's nenbership is recorded ..

Right to Transfer

Sec. 224. Any nenber in good standing in a council in the
Order who desires to join another council of his choice shal
make application to the council he proposes to join upon a
form prepared by the Suprenme Council.

Wt hdrawal Card
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Sec. 237. Any nenber in good standing desiring to w thdraw
fromthe Order may have issued to hima w thdrawal card signed
by the Suprenme Secretary upon paynent of all dues, fines and
assessments or contributions charged agai nst him together
with the sumof fifty cents for said card, which paynent shal
be certified by the Financial Secretary and G and Kni ght of
his council.

After Wthdrawal May Rejoin

Sec. 239. Any former nmenber who has obtai ned a withdrawal
card in the manner required by law may at any tinme be
readm tted under like conditions as a new nenber. His
application nust be presented to a council in a city or town
of his choice but such applicant shall not be required to pay
an initiation fee, or to again take degrees previously taken

by him
Menber shi p Cards
Sec. 240. The Financial Secretary shall issue a nmenbership

card to each nmenber in good standing as shall be determ ned by
him except that the G and Knight at a nmeeting of the counci
may i ssue a nenbership card to a nmenber known to him
personally to be in good standing if the Financial Secretary
shall not be present at the neeting. The nmenbership card shal
be issued under the seal of the council for such period as the
nmenber may pay his dues and assessnments for a period of not
| ess than three nonths. Said card shall state the nmenber's
name, the council to which he belongs and the degrees of the
Order (first, second or third) attained. The card shal
contain the signature of the nmenber and shall be countersigned
by the Grand Kni ght and the Financial Secretary of the
council. The presentation to the proper officers of a current
nmenber ship card showi ng the nmenber to be in good standing on
the date presented, shall entitle the nmenber to attend al
neetings of his council and if a third degree nenber to
neetings of his State Council and to neetings of the Suprene
Council; and to all degree work in the degree to which he has
attai ned nmenber shi p.
Li quors Prohi bited at Meetings or Degree Wrk of Order

Sec. 245. The use of intoxicating liquors of any kind is
prohi bited at any neeting or degree work of the Order.

Starting Out Right

The road to Knighthood is one of ongoing preparation and
constant study. Subjects of this study are the truths of the
Catholic Faith and a know edge of the Order. Qur principles of
charity, unity, fraternity, patriotismand defense of the
pri esthood are derived fromthe truths of religion and
undergird our every activity.

This little book offers a basic course in all a Knight
needs to know to beconme a proud, inforned nenber. It is
fitting then that it also should contain a recapitul ation of
basic truths of that Faith so dear to all Knights. Thus it
will serve a twofold purpose: of explaining to nenbers and
prosnective nmenhers what the Order is and does; of providing a
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"refresher course,” a tool of evangelization, for the
practical Catholic.

1. The Apostles' Creed

| believe in God, the Father alm ghty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell; the third day he
arose again fromthe dead; he ascended into heaven, sits
at the right hand of God, the Father almghty; from
t hence he shall conme to judge the living and t he dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic
Church, the communi on of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting .
Amen.

2. The Commandments of God are 10:

I am the Lord, your God. You shall not have strange gods before Me.

You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain.

Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not kill.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor's wife.

10 You shall not covet your neighbor's goods.

3. The Commandments of God may be restated in simpler form: the "Greatest
Commandment." The "Greatest Commandment"is: You shall love the Lord your God
with your whole heart, your whole soul, your whole mind and you shall love your
neighbor as yourself.

4. Tt is difficult for an unaided human being to live up to the Commandments of God. To
assist us in this regard Jesus has left us the Church and the sacraments. The
sacraments are signs instituted by Christ to give grace. There are seven: Baptism,
Penance, Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony, Holy Orders and the Anointing
of the Sick. Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Orders can be received only once
because these sacraments leave an indelible mark on the soul of the recipient.
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Penance, Eucharist, Mtrinony and the Anointing of the
Si ck can be received nore than once.

5. There are two kinds of grace. Santifying grace makes us holy and pleasing to God.
Actual grace helps us to do good and avoid evil.
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6.

7.

11.

The precepts of the Church are six:
To assist at Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation.
To fast and abstain on the days appointed.
To confess one's sins at least once a year.
To receive the Holy Eucharist during the Easter time.
To contribute to the support of the Church.

6. To observe the laws of the Church concerning marriage.
There are six holydays of obligation in the United States: Christmas; Solemnity of the
Mother of God (Jan. 1); Ascension of the Lord; Assumption of Mary; All Saints Day;
Feast of the Immaculate Conception. They are called "of obligation" because on these
days Catholics must attend Mass, just as on Sundays.
Pentecost is known as the "Birthday of the Church." On that day the Holy Spirit
descended on the Apostles, giving them the graces they needed to go forth and teach
the Gospel to all nations. This is one meaning of the word "Catholic": the Church is
found in every land, therefore it is "universal," "worldwide."
The seven capital sins are: pride, covetousness, lust, anger, gluttony, envy and sloth.

M

. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are: Wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude,

knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord.
The Rosary is a form of mental and vocal prayer centered on mysteries or events in
the lives of Jesus and Mary. The mysteries are as follows:

a) Joyful: Annunciation; Visitation, Birth of Jesus;
Presentation of Jesus in the Tenple; the Finding of the
Child Jesus in the Tenple.

b) Sorrowful: The Agony in the Garden; the Scourging at
the Pillar; the Crowning with Thorns; the Carrying of the
Cross; the Crucifixion.

c) dorious: Resurrection; Ascension; Descent of the Holy
Spirit on the Apostles; Assunption of Mary; Crowning of
Mary as Queen of Angels and Saints.

Our Shepherds Speak

St. Janmes the Apostle said: "Faith wi thout works is
dead."” Today the saying is: "Practice what you preach" or
"Put your noney where your nouth is.”

All three versions stress that unless a person is
willing to back up his belief with concrete action he is
on the wong side of a credibility gap.

The Knights of Col unbus practice their belief that
faith without works is dead." This is evident fromthe
annrobation for the Order exnressed hv Pone Paul VI.
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Speaki ng ext enporaneously to the suprene officers and
directors at a special audience in the Vatican in 1973,
the pontiff said: "Tell your sons, your nephews, your
grandsons; tell all the people that the pope |oves the
Kni ghts of Col unbus. "

Earlier the Pope had remarked: "Indeed you have been
brothers to the poor, to the sick, to the young, to the
aged and to the underprivileged. In the name of all those
whom you have hel ped by your brotherly conpassion, we
t hank you from our heart."

But the Holy Father did not stop there. "The glory of
t he Kni ghts of Col nbus,” he continued, "is not based on
humani tari an works al one. Even nore admrabl e have been
your insistence upon the supremacy of God and your
fidelity to the vicar of Christ. In truth you can cal
your sel ves 'brothers' because you call God your Father
and have decl ared yourselves ready to do His will and
serve H s cause.”

In April 1978, at an audi ence granted to the Board of
Directors then neeting in Ronme, Pope Paul VI called the
Kni ghts "an i nmense force for good."

"W rely on you," - he continued "on each of you, on
all of you, on the association itself, the Knights of
Col unbus - to bring holiness to the world, to live the
Gospel values in your famlies, to transmt themto your
children with the infectious conviction of joyful faith.
Christ needs you to bring fraternal concern to your
nei ghbor hoods, to exenplify justice in your communities,
to spread peace and truth in the world."

In his brief but glorous pontificate, Pope John Paul
paid tribute to the Order in these words: "I give ny
bl essing to all Knights of Colunbus: their famlies and
all the work they do."

At the private audience granted to the officers and
directors in Washington, D.C., in Cctober 1979, Pope John

Paul Il was told that, when fam |y nenbers are counted,
t he Kni ghts of Col unbus involves five or six mllion
peopl e.

"Why, that's a nation, " Hs Holiness exclainmed with a

smle. "The nation of Colunbus! You should have
representation at the United Nations!"

More seriously, however, he continued:

"It gives ne great pleasure to be with you on the
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occasion of ny pastoral visit to the United States. |

t hank you nost sincerely for the respect and | ove which
you have mani fested toward me as Successor of Peter,

Bi shop of Rome and Pastor of the Universal Church.

"I'n the person of the Suprene Knight and the Menbers
of the Suprene Board, | greet all the Knights of
Col unbus, the nore than one mllion three hundred
t housand Catholic laynen all over the world, who display
a spirit of profound attachnment to their Christian faith
and of loyalty to the Apostolic See.

“"Many tinmes in the past, and again today, you have
gi ven expression to your solidarity with the m ssion of
the Pope. | see in your support a further proof - if
further proof were ever necessary -of your awareness that
t he Kni ghts of Col unbus highly value their vocation to be
part of the evangelization effort of the Church ...

"I am aware of the many efforts you nake to pronote
the use of mass nedia for the spreadi ng of the Gospel and
for the wider diffusion of my own nessages. May the Lord
reward you, and through your efforts bring forth abundant
fruits of evangelization in the Church. My your
dedi cated activity in turn help you to realize in
your sel ves those interior attitudes w thout which no one
can truly evangelize: trust in the power of the Holy
Spirit, true holiness of |life, deep concern for truth
and an ever increasing love for all God' s children.

"May the Lord's bl essing be upon you, upon your
famlies and upon all the Knights of Col unbus."

Practice what you preach. Essentially the Knights
"preach” charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism These
four gui deposts -all |eading fromand flow ng back to a
solid belief in Catholicism-are the principles on which
the Order is based and fromwhich its practice is
deri ved.
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WORDS FROM
THE SUPREME
KNIGHT

| truly believe that |
as dedi cated Kni ghts
of Col unbus we are
doi ng the work of
God on earth. Sinply
by follow ng the
many prograns that
have been devel oped
for our councils we
are providing for
the spiritual and
cul tural enrichnent
of our nmenbers. W
hel p nold the
character of the
young. We help carry
the cross for the
poor, the disabl ed,
the retarded. W try
to heal the wounds
of the suffering,

t he aged, the

di sadvant aged.
Through our Catholic
Advertising Program
we spread the Good
News of the Lord. W
visit the sick, we
hel p bury the dead.
We | end a hel ping
hand to w dows and
orphans. This is not
a program for which
any Christian need
apol ogi ze.
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